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Few aware of -
neighbor’s link -
to Evers slaying

By Bill Nichols
USA TODAY

SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, Tean. — Thel-
ma Neff says this of her once-again-in-
the-headlines husband, Byron De La
Beckwith: “If men were a fourth as good
... We wouldn't have any problems in
America.” g

But to most of his neighbors in this fog-
shrouded Chattanooga suburb, the man
accused of killing civil rights activist
Medgar Evers is little more than a quiet
eccentric who hung a Confederate flag
outside his front door — and who now is
bringing a bad name to their town.

Says Joseph Wagner, a Signal Moun-
tain lawyer who's lived here 73 years:
“He’s just a poor old fellow who's out of

- kilter, out of
4 date. You cant

- help but feel
sorry for some-
body like that
It's kind of pa-
thetic.”

An admitted
white suprema:
cist, the 70-year-
old Beckwith —
middie
name {s pro-
nounced dee-

UPI (1963 photo)
EVERS: Slain activ-

ists' case wil be re- LAY - . and
tried after 28 years friends call him
“Delay” — is in

isolation in the Hamilton County jail.

‘He is being held without bond, await-
ing hearings next week on his extradi-
tion to Jackson, Miss., where he's
charged with murdering Evers on June
12, 1863. Beckwith’s Chattanooga law-
yer, Russell Bean, says his client is a “po-
litical prisoner.” ‘
Twice he's' been tried for the crime,
and In both trials, conducted in 1964, all~
white: juries failed to reach verdicts.
Beckwith, whose fingerprints were
found on the 30.06-caliber ' rifie that
killed Evers, says the gun was stolen
from him and that he's innocent. .

A town-stunning
history

£
R
o

le here knew nothing o1
Be}flgithqgor%le' in the Evers case. Nor
did they know of his_1977 conviction in
Louisiana for possessing explosives. -

- Soa Mississippi grand-jury o
December to re-indict Beckwit
shocked many in this eomx_nunlty of
7,200 — a mix of longtime residents and
“new money’’ Chattanooga professionals
who can peer down some 1,000 feet at
the downtown skyline below.

Beckwith moved to the area eig_ht.
years ago when he married Nefl, a regis-
tered nurse whose tanugo:&as lived on

in for genera
m?‘lnr\r‘\,::rt:l It;eckwi‘:h — whois he?” says
Lew Porter, a building inspector. 1
think he kept his mouth shut ang' his
sheets clean while he wes up here.

G.Z. “Bome"” Patten, ppbusher of the
monthly Signal Mountain Newslette'r,
remembers when Neff told friends §hq d
met “this wonderful man w"goer? stngp

i they were going married.
P ggen, )\;hile stressing that Beckwith

was “no trouble at all,” also remembers
Beckwith tried to sell subscriptions to
right-wing publications at the local bar-
berB:?:ﬁ&hh also pushed him to publish
an article saying “the Jews are destroy-
country.”
ingBt‘?:: Beclt(lzlth was always well-
dressed, polite — “not what we would
cali a typical Southern redneck: Patten
says. “I like him. 1 still do. He's a nice

{ien. 80, says she's worried sick that
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her husband, who suffers from a heart
condition, won't survive,

“None of it’s fair. He's such a wonder-
ful Christian,” she says. Mississippi offi-
cials, she says, are “giving in to the
blacks too much.”

_Beckwith, through his lawyer, de-
clined to be interviewed unless he was
paid $5,000.

Neft, pointing to a brimming basket of
mall in her wood-paneled living room,
says Beckwith is getting support from
across the nation.

She says the people of Signal Moun-
tain stand behind her husband as well.-

In fact, Signal Mountain — a place so
safe and quiet that, as developer Tim

Downey puts it, “the police will still get,
your cat down out of the tree” — was
once called “paradise” by Beckwith, be-
cause of its racial makeup. :

Mayor Bernard Wolfe=says there are
only two or three black families here,
and concedes some have been subjected
to racial slurs.

Ku Klux Klan activity was reported on
the mountain in the past.

Sorge “good ol’ boys” remain, Wolfe
says, in the mountain's rural outback.
. But residents deeply resent implica-
tions that they share Beckwith's outlook.

“He would be a real rarity,” says Dow-
ney. “If he's a white supremacist, he's
the first I've ever met up here.”
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AT HOME: Byron De La Beckwith on his front porch in Signal Mountain, Tenn. He's
now In jail awaiting hearings on extradition to Mississippi.
” Signal I -J
Mountain
g : 53 ‘. o - .
R R \‘ b A . n\q id
MOUNTAIN NATIVE: Theima Neff, a registered
nurse whose family has lived on the mountain for
generations, s worried that her husband, who
- - Tt Emem = becct anndbing wnn't eninviva (il
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~Beckwith Taces third trial
for 1963 slaying of Evers

BY LEE HOWARD

Gannett News Service
SIGNAL MOUNTAIN — Byron

De La Beckwith doesn't look like a .
man who again faces.charges in the,.

1963 sniper-style 7 oy
shooting death of x”'*
civil rights activ- o
ist Medgar Evers. &i},

The grandfa- | -,

therly 70-year- ;
old is quick with a
disarming smile
and a welcoming
twinkle in his eye.
But the image
falls apart as soon
as he opens his .
mouth. Beckwnh

“We need to re-establish a con-
federate state of America as a white
Christian republic. We don't need

any dark-skinned, yellow-skinned

or blue-skinned mongrels running
it,"” Beckwith says.
Beckwith was arrested on a fu-

gitive warrant from Hinds County,
Miss., on Monday and was being
held in the Hamilton County, Tenn.,
jail Monday night. Facing an ar-

~raignment= Tuesday,” he says he

would fight extradition to Missis-
sippi “tooth, nail and claw.” .

Evers, the Mississippi NAACP
field secretary, was shot in the back
in his driveway in Jackson, Miss.,
on June 12, 1963, with a 1917 model
30.06_ Enfieid rifle. Beckwith's fin-
gerprint was found on the sight of
the rifle, which was discarded near
the scene.

He was tried twice for murder in
1964, Two all-white juries were un-
able to reach a verdict and mistrials
were declared. The murder charge
against Beckwith was dismissed in
1969. .

The drive for a third trial began
in October 1989 when the Jackson
(Miss.) Clarion-Ledger reported
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Beckwith

From Page 1A

that the state Sovereignty Commis-

second trial,

The 1956 Legislature Created the
commission to preserve and pro-
mote segregation, In its heyday of
the 1960s, it spied on and harassed
civil rights workers.

Hinds County (Jackson) District
Attorney Ed Peters said the jury-
tampering question may make it
possible to try Beckwith again,

The new indictment could im-
Prove race relations jn Mississippi
and help the state’s national image,
educators and black leaders said.

“It can be g0od, and it can be

be brought to trial,” said Aaron
Henry, president of the Mississippi
chapter of the NAACP, -

“I think it could have positive
effects nationally,” said John Mars-
zalek, a history professor at Missis-
sippi State University.

“That was a3 heinous crime. | just

anything like that happem‘ng.”
Evers’ §7-year-old widow Myr.
lie, now a City commissioner in Los
- Angeles, said the slaying is “an in-
Ner part of me that sti]] hurts, that
still bleeds, that is still very raw.,”

Following the murder, she and

her three. children flew several
times to New York for psychiatric
treatment.

She said the Pain proved tgq
Mmuch to stay on i Mississippi. “we
ouldn't stay in that house because
of the memories there,” she said,

“Every time you walked out the |

front door You could see Medgar's
body and blood. It was hard, very
hardp

R

Beckwith has Mmaintained he i
innocent. Byt his Philosophy per-
mits no room for blacks, Jews,.
Asians or any race other than
white, .

“There are only three kinds of
People that live jp Mississippi,” he

sion had investigated prospec_:tiv_ef_«.vsaid_ iq,aq.ingerview Sunday at hjg

Other Beckwithismg:

N The US, income tay is a
“Jewish, anti-Christjan, commu-
nist” tax,

B “Labor uniong are about ag
popular as niggers in white
churches.”

8 “AIDS s ag contagious as the
common cold. Anyone who tells
You different i lying. I don't care
what Jewish University they came
from.”

B “Fifty percent of the Roman
Catholic bishops and priests are

.7 queer. Hejl, everybody knows
can't beh‘_eve that, in 1990, there -

murder indictment,

Beckwith wag released Friday
from the Veterans Admim‘stration
Medical Center in Nashvilje, Tenn.,
after undergoing surgery for a clot
in his carotig artery,

“I don't fee] 80od. I don't hear
good. I don't see \" Beckwith
said. “I'm 8etting a cataract in my
right eye — and that's my shooting
eye."

Beckwith is not at a loss when
asked to explain why the 27-year-
9ld case has been revived.

“The niggers have run out of
Something to do,” he said. '
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Henry said Mississippi Negroes
_bave‘bgen"hanc_led a “good do-it-
5 | nolice : ississippi’s|Yourself kit” in -the struggle for
police  brutality in M,ésnfsxppxshm dignity, ©
Another Negro leader, the Rev.
John D, Mangram called ‘for no

| etonsl Asserlion (o the | AU the things which o it
ncement of Colo; ;| friends do to us cannot prevent
ers Tove ST P et oy oot Jreven
used in breaking up a demonstra. leashed in this city and state,”

tion Wednesday. It was the first|the minister said. :
major racial incident in the state.| “Even . 'though we be struck
Policemen used clubs and trained dead, we.will not strike back. We
wzm(dogs to scatter the Negroes in must fae;\‘what Wwe have exper-
%32 iront of ‘the courtroom where ienced. and, in“g measure, accept
i ' become embit-

. [] -

:* % served for whites, thought they- had.”

¢, Meanwhile in' Washington, the| - . di

£ Justice Department said it had the Washington bureay/ of the!
received “‘assurpnces from re- 'NAACP; promised strodger civil

rights action by the federal gov-}

Bo umnecesspfy .force will belernment, "7 o
i / ¢ : “If Mississippi is to continue to;

Thursday night, -Dr. Aaron Hen- get the eagle on - the American:

Iy, president. of the NAACP|dollar from Washington they had:

branches in Mississippi, told about | better get rid of Jim Crow,”:

-800. -persons attending a mass| Mitchell said, - = - 1

| meeting that he had wired Presiy = " -

dent Kennedy to “halt this savage

attack on Negro people in Mis-

sissippitt- o ci- v

at ‘a Jackson public library re-'have not the spiritual ma’tZty we';
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON

- Copy tos 1 -~ Usa, Jackson, Migs,

(\DE
Report of; A Office: NEW ORLEANS
Date; 3/31/61 )

e 2t ST L e

S,'bfficéré; Jackson,

Miss, Polic epartment; .

-VICTIN;( LE -

G - vzmxu;%
CIVIL RIGHTS /

MEDGAR WILEY EVERS, Field Secretary, Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACPD,

(Biow

: pal Library, Jackson, States
tear gas ang Police dogs used b nd many students struck with
night sticks'by officers; that

was roughly handled
No police officers iden ed b EVERS

fficers, Observed two -
€ unidentified
who had been
RS observed

for injuries
entify two

arrested
Snub-nosed .38
revolver,

unidentifieq uniformed office
Negroes.
bitten b a
victi

r's chasing g
leaging*sceﬁeyfgﬁfmét victin
lice dog and whose ¢ wa

ing treated by
dent. Believ S he

This document coatalns nelther recommendations nor

conclusions of any kind. It is the property of ¢
it and/or Hs contents are not to be distributed

187423~  ero

he FBI, and Is o loan to your agency;
outside your agency.
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Enclosures to U. S. Attorney, Jackson, Mississippi:

One copy of article on Page 5A of State-Times, a daily newspaper
at Jackson, Mississippi, on March 30, 1961, regarding the inci-
dents occurring after the trial in Municipal Court, Jackson,
Mississippi, that date. ' .

DETAILS:

This limited investigation was instituted on the basis
of a request made of the Federal Bureau of Investigation by Mr,
JOHN DOAR, Acting Assistant Attorney. General, Civil Rights
Division, United States Department of Justice.

MEDGAR EVERS, Jackson, Mississippl, a representative
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), informed the Department on March 29, 1961, that
fifty persons had been demonstrating in Jackson that day in
connection with the arrest of nine students for a sit-in at the
public library in Jackson and that they had been beaten by the
police.
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_ Date 3/31/61

e

BHe)

e T and volantar statement to and
(Bioe) ho have iden , o8 to me
as Specila gents of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-

Mr. MEDGAR WILEY EVERS, 2332 Guynes Street, Jackson,
Mississippi, Field Secretary, National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, State of Mississippi, was inter~
viewed on March 29, 1961, and furnished the following signed
statement:

"Jackson, Mississippi
"March 29, 1961 _ '
o ot L Hedgai W “Evers “make the" following tres © —F

tion. No threats or promises have been made me to in-
duce me to make this statement and I have been advised
it may be used in a court of law.

"I am Field Secretary for the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People for the
State of Mississippi and live in Jackson, Mississippi,

"At abg 145 PM on March 28 1961 I was in
the office of

employed a ' and who is
a2 student at ! ate College came to me.

"He told me that some of the students at
Jackson State College were marching down Lynch Street

reached Lynch and Poindexter Street and saw a Police

barricade. The students, about 50 in number then _ .--. STy T =TET s

- turned north on Poindexter Street and walked towards ~“== " - -—--

“ " Péarl St. and turned east on Pearl, marching east to

the vicinity of the Summers Hotel when they were

ot _Jackson, Mississippi File #__NO 44-1250

nd
‘ Date dictated ___3/30/61

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It {s the property of the FB! and s loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. :

-4 -
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students. Many of the students were struck with night
sticks by the officers,

2 student at Jackson State
College, was rough andled by officers, ’ told
me. At this tipm as carrying the American flag, . e
i as. handcuffed and-taken to:police= -z m- s

qt xS whera- e Was questionsd éftéféi“feiy and
=SS - BT released without charge, ,

"I later learned that one or more of the
Jackson State College Students had been struck by
fficers ang needed medical attention, I sent one of

offic

the students whose last name I recall as - to-
or treatment, I did

no eéarn the extent o 8§ injuries., I was not told

the name or description of any officer involved angd

cannot identify then,

"/s/ Medgar W, Evers

"Witness:
“/s/ _ Special Agent, FBI, Ney
Orleans, La, 3/29/61 '
n/s/* Special Agent, FBy » New Orleans,
' 29 R

Mr. EVERS stated th
ab wa
&t

say wit
Mr
to details o the above since he was only repeating what had been
told him for the most part, .

* * *
at all his 1nforma.tion as set out - .- -
tion of the fact that he sent
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Name:
Address:

Race:
. Sex:
Height:
Weight:

s Hair: =

~—Eyes:
Occupation:
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Date ___3/31/61

rsy mak

e Advancement of Col
the State of Mississippi and live in J
Mississippi, ' '

‘"At about 3:25
car on a commercial

PM March 29, 1961 T park
Jackson Mississippi
ion, I

X ed my
parking lot Just west of the

Municipal Court Buil and
S ac anied b )
for the outheast

who was in
O _works for

my car alone,

"Prior to parking:.the car® I -EaA.dAlet.
Qnd ut at the entrance to tha
par g lot an parke

"After parking y walked toward the Pascagoula
Street entrance of the 1

ot and passed in view of the

on | 3/29/61 ot _Jackson, Mississi i File ¥ _NO 44-1250
——————2 —25S1Ssippi
SA and
by

This document contains
Your agency; it and ite ¢

—‘_Dan dictated *Lg_“ 30/61 :

conclusions eof the

FBIl. It ts the Property of the FBI and 13 loaned to
ted outside your agency,
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Jackson Police Station which is in the same building
as the Municipal Court.

"As I was walking I saw three uniformed
officers of the Jackson Police Department, whom I can
not identify or describe, looking out a windowatme . _ _

izt = z7and-ome of them rémarked "The¥s- he-is,=we ought to k{lf = TETel

~ him", I smiled, did not reply, and joined my friends
at the parking lot entrance. .

"We were told by a police officer, uniformed,
of the Jackson Police Department, that we could not
get in to the trial because the court room was filled
and that we would have to go across the street to
stand. This street is Pascagoula Street.. We crossed
the street and were told by the same officer,. whom I
would recognize if I saw him again, that we must stand
behind the sidewalk on the North side of the street,
which borders a parking lot.

"We obeyed these instructions and stood there
for about ten minutes when two of the defendants
crossed the street at S. West and Pascagoula, At this
time there were about 100 or more Negroes in this area
together and a larger number of whites were in other
areas of the parking lot near to Justice of the Peace
Bell's office. :

"At this time I would like to state that I _
parked my car in one parking lot as described and across *
the street there is another parking lot in the rear of
the Mississippi Publishing Company building. The I
latter lot is where we were standing at this time.,.” "~ :

"As the students crossed the street aﬁd
walked toward the Municipal Court Building many of the
Negroes applauded in a spontaneous recognition.

"At this point, which was at about 3:45 PM I
heard an officer yell "disperse them" and at this time
two police dogs were used to disperse the Negroes while
at the same time "billy" clubs were being used. The
dogs were on long leashes held by officers who were
wearing white shirts.

-8-
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"At this time left us and 1 did
not see hin again during the ay. and I
were crossing S, West Street going toward Pearl Street

when we became Separated and I did not See her until

-about 35 minutes later at my office on Lynch St, As
I was going towards Pearl Street I was struck onceon.. _ . ____

SEm s

- the left rear part of my hgéd:wt§h~an;quect I assume=. === - =
-'wéSlgji§i§1§*¥;'by;avwhite man‘in“plaiﬁ"clothes. I

‘do not know if he were an officer or not, I believe

the object that struck me was a revolver because imme-
diately after being struck I Saw a snub-nose revolver,
blue steel, approximately .38 caliber in his hand. He

"After the officers sStopped chasing the young
men they turned angd headed back toward the Municipal
Court Building,.going east., As they approached me,
one of them who was ahead of the others said "Get

~ going, boy" and I replied that I was going., As I

bPassed him he struck me across the back Just aboeve the

waist with his "billy" club., The other officer algo RS
+ Struck me with his "billy" club in the same general
- part of the back, :

i S going west on Pearl Street, I met
a who had been bitten by a police
dog and whose coat I observed was torn on the forearm
of the left sleeve. He told me he had been bitten by
a dog, ' .

"At this int I was picked up by two friends,
and a lady with him, whom I know,
ut whose name can not recall who took me to my office.

-9 o
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"Shortly after arrivin

Larriving-there.I was shown

and

at my office I was
Office on

i
|
’

ho was-being treated by

or lacerations of the h d bruises of
the right shoulder and right arm,
that he had been beaten on the arm and shoulder by the
police, but as he was recalled he was struck on the

old me

head by a white man not in uniform. He said he had been
beaten as the crowd was being dispersed. He told me

"While at
to examine me, which he di
seriously hurt. No cuts,
visible but the places whe
now,

"I have read thi

this page and two pPreceedi
is true to the best of my

"Witness:

Spec
La., 3/29/61
%

stated that he could offer no f
parties referred to in his stat

Mr. EVERS stated that

that he could name a in
unless possibly
him, He said that as
he, EVERS, was leaving the scen
pictures of the action,

he was refused entrance to the Municipal Court
building where he intended to attend the trial,

office I asked him
d, and he said I was not
bruises or swellings were
re I was struck give me pain

s statement consisting of
ng pages and state that it
knowledge.

"/s/ Medgar W. Evers

Special Agent, FBI, New
ial Agent, FBI, New

* *

In addition to the above information, Mr. EVERS

urther identification of the
enent,

also he did not have any witnesses
n_th his person
had seen
alongside him momentarily while

e and -was taking moving

- 10 -~
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EVERS also stated that a1l Negroes bPresent in the
area of the triaj were dispersed by Y police officers using

"billy" clubs and S in the same area were
not molested. € he could not furnish
the names of any witnesse other than ag named, he

would be able to obtain n rsons at the Scene.
eported injuries

to themselves,
Mr. EVERS furnisheq the following descriptions:

Name:

Sex:

Race:

Age:

Height:

Weight:

Hair:

Eyes:

Marital status:
Address: :

Employment:

Name:
Address:

Race:

Sex:

Age:

Height:

Weight:

Hair:

Eyes:
Occupation:
Marital status:




() 44-1250/‘

The following description of MED
from personal observation and interview:

Name:;
Address:

Race: e e

Sex: . . LTI

Age:

Date of birth:
Place of birth:
Height:

Weight:

Hair;

Eyes:

Scars and marks

Parents:
Brothers and sisters:

Mérital status:

Children:

Arrests:
Military service:

Education:

MEDGAR WILEY EVERS

2332 Guynes Street, Jacks
Mississippi

Negro - -

Male™ = -

34

July 2, 1925

Decatur, Mississippi

5'11u

185 pounds

Black

Brown

3/4" scar over right eyeb

circular scar size of hal

dollar on. right shin; sca

left shin bone.

Deceased

Five brothers and sisters

residing in Chicago

Married, wife: MYRLIE EVE
nee BEASLEY _

Son: DARRELJ, KENYATTA EVE

GAR W. EVERS was obtained

on,

row;
£

y all
RS,
RS, 7;

Son: JAMES VAN DYKES EVERS, 15

months;

Daughter: REENA DENISE EVERS,

6 years,
No prior arrests, claims
case on appeal from convi
of contempt of court in F

_ County, Mississippi, in 1

has
ction
orrest
960,

years service, U. §. Army

from October 28, 1943,
April 16, 1946, ASN 34-
4245,

Graduated from Alcorn A&
College, Lorman, Missis

to
87~

M
sippi



Police Officer #1 (who hit him first on back with "biliyn club;

Race: White
Sex: Male
Age: 25-30
Height: 6 feet : ) e
Weight: ) - 200 poundsr .- o e TR T
TS EVERS said he did not Trecall seeing this officer prior
to this time,
Police Officer #2 (with one of police dogs) :
Race; White
Sex: Male
Height: 518
Weight: Stoec build
Age: 40-45
Clothes: Wore shite shirt ang police

uniform, no coat

Police Officer #3 (with one of police dogs)

Race: White

Sex: Male

Age: Not known

Dress: White shirt and police uniform,

- no coat .

Man in civilian clothes who hit EVERS with pistol:

Race: White . '

Sex: Male BT B

Age: Unknown - :

Dress: Dark suit with dark hat

'Officer swinging ciub at Negroes ag crowd dispersed:

Race: White

Sex: Male

Age: : 50 or over

Height: Short .

Weight: Heavy, "pot belly"

Rank: Had gold Lieutenant bar



NO 44-1250/'

Mr. EVERS said that he would possibly be able to iden-
tify the above described officers if he saw them in uniform, but
doubted that he could identify the man who hit him with the
pistol. He said that he felt it would be very difficult to
identify any of the officers involved with any particular act
of violence as there was so much fast action; however, he said

=  that he felt that the above described officers-were the only -.—-.
~7" ones that he would be able to identify.

- 14 -
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1. -Twenty five Jacksin |

cers, brandishing night sticks S and

jholding two snarling police dogs on

: -f.g, leashes, broke y . a demonstra.

2 tion Wednesday by a‘crowd of
about 100 . Negroes

outside the
wmunicipal coyrt building on Pasca.
sgoula St .., . N e

$They were fined $100 each '01;_
6! of peace charges and im. .
medidlely. filed notice of appeal

. " Polil surrounded the court.
,‘wuse D hour before the tria]
vegan,

L."A capacity crowd of about
120 " spectators, Negroes
<!de, whites on the other, Jammed
nto the small courtroom.” - -
Outside, groups of Negroés be.
~zan ‘congregating; Then, without
warning, some of ‘them .began
lapping their hands, Yol Ta

A

with a pistol in his right
is shown chasing g Negro .up
South West Street as police dis:
.persed mobs whijch gathered out-
-Side the Municipal Court Buyjlg.
Tick was - later ‘arrested by ity

l;;olice on charge of assaul

i & weapon after he ‘wﬁa:' i
13 r | -deating a Negro' over ¢ ad |
g2 “ee-'ance - potographer,”on ~-N. .with a pis'tofgf', Lo L
g arish St attempted to enter the| " (Staff Photo by Bart Parker) |
ding and was ordered to leave, = all

1e mumbled ‘something ‘to an ofﬁ-f
“who °

> began chasing him.~A
vhite man joined the chase, pulled
§ revalver, and began beating Arm-

trong on’ the head ‘and shoulder.'
Ermsgrong was taken to a doctor,
leeding, =i T i

‘__,Sever'al hours later poHoe ar-!
ted G.W. Hydrick, 55, a“con..’
E’ ted bootlegger from nearby§:

County, and
Nith the assault, -7 _
égydrict.me't bond for

P-m. and will appear in eonrt

ay afte‘n_r_oqn_unlpcss he forfeits £

gad on the charges of assault ang :
€Ty andies & concealed ¢

THE CHASE - Rankia county
bootlegger G. W. “Red” Hyvrick."

| ing Wednesday afternoon, Hyd.

attery and carrying a corpeal. |

i TE

STATE-TIMES .

A

oS

% &" ey ’,.!. .:[:;1' - A g
5’;-'€-.tﬁ::tN3; LF ib&ﬂ .

JACKSON, MISS,
NEW ORLEANS OFFICE

Page 5A




"In New Yér)i;”NAACP ‘executive
cretary Wilkins' fired off s
:Mississ,ippi Gov. .Ross

branding Jackson police:
‘rather than protec-

‘ofs,” He tolq Barnett: . “call off

the " dogs, - Legree, \

ore in  to a S

"One of the Negroes struck: wag.
Medgar Evers, :state field secpe.
tary for “the NAACP, He- was
2 police offj.

“veteran” police
L. Ray and

the * presence of the ‘studefits -
) /the- library. constituted a bre:

jOf the peace.. .y - o
| Rey was Jasked by one “of ¢

two Negro ‘defense.
ach o

 time,” replied

g group, or any_ other out-of- wI

? ETOp had gathered ‘theré,”

Sl,avex"y~ R

{

3 Negroes are students- T :Poliée"Depa_If,tment lunges at an unide

EGROES'" & Gargfhy
g b_elong'i'ng o’ the. ‘Vicksh are 2

Iy

fied Negro and rips his .coat sleeve aft}
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U. S. DEPARYMENT OF JUSTICE Mr. B dmo-\n
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION N Mr. Callahgn
APE i 961 , i
ir YPE
- . LD
ROENT /w36t _6-05_ _|_pw cst [ R Boomt o
e s S e LT Er =T e Tngran :
- 7eemT0 DI D;RECTOR‘FBI I 3 .
FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS  /44-1250/

(
L
UNSUBS, OFFICERS, JACKSON, MIss, PD& * s VICTINS, eR.

REMYTEL APRIL ONE. WILLIS RANDALL WRENN IN INTERVIEW TODAY STATES VASQ
IN CROWD IN _FRONT OF* MUNICIPALCOURT: - BUTLDINES =)

9 JACKSON, i MARCH: TuENiYNkA
AND IN DISPERSAL OF CROWD WAS STRUCK ONE BLOW ON WRIST By UNIDENTIrlfﬁﬁ
LOW KNOCKED HIM TO. GROUND
VILLIS, WHO IS EIGHTYONE YEARS OLD, VISITED A DQCTOR#CHRISTIAN, JAﬁxs
VHO SUGGESTED XRAY:OF' D '

JACKSON FOLICE OFFICER WITH BILLY CLUB WHICH B

WRIST WHICH _WRENN. HAS®N

L L) = /7] AN 7/
uz mﬁm@g’mgx‘umm“r -

PAGE 0  .. —
é} §‘77 !2_ APR 4 1961 o
66APR7 19&1 S —

e
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PAGE TWO

HE WILL BE INTERVIEWED WHEN HE CONTACTS RA. REFORT REFLECTING ALL

(INTERVIEWS SINCE SUBMISSION OF INITIAL REFORT WILL BE susm'r'n:n.
‘ mn AND ACK PLS

| 7-11 PM OK FBI WA " @ (b)mlh)

A, :
)
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Report Form . "" - - ) ’
FD-263 (5-12-55) *

Roporting Office
_NEW ORLEANS

Office of Origin

lavestigative Period .
- NEW ORLEANS - - 4/5-6/61 ... .. .
TITLEOFCASE - S ’ . - o L e Ny

4/10/61 .

- nom_mbr

o - SA
JECTS Officers of cnanacmnorcass

(b)DJLC)

UNKNOWN SUB
Jackson Miss

f ﬁeiartment
REFERENCE CT

Report of §a “ 4/6/61, at
New Orleans, (b)n)-\q . : _
-Cc-
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. Synopsls .
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as not contacte
~nlormed of this,

This document tains neither recom d
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clusions of the FBL It is the pro;
its contents
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&re not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev, 1-25-60) . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date _APril 10, 1963

Mr. MEDGAR EVERS, Field Secretary, NAACP, Jackson,
Hississippi, telephonicall cont

acted the Jackson Resident
"(Bn)‘)' ency to advise that “ 8180 known ag. - . ...
L WAME esired to furnigh sone_intornatipn,tojthe FBY
«~ . . and wou .contact the J ¢

Ackson Resident Agency on April 6, 1961:

S At this time SAGEEEED informed Nr, XVERS ths
for vhon”gn.gppaintmen
for an in erview to take plac

t had been'nadelby Mr
2 , place on_Apr11*3,31961,had.n0t~i
). _contacted the'Jgpggggﬂ," , t. was 1
-that inquiry was made -}

Ry Mr,
- an effort to have
"~‘;1nfornatiqp.,,At this

P advise
time, Mr. xv. ,
April 5, 1961, and asked him

told him that he had done t

stated that he had see
if he had

contacted
S had -

had not been interviewed
Agency or 2t any other Place in thisg natte

the FBI, Mr, EVERS stated that he would a
to determine what had happeneq, . -

.~‘. -

On _4/5/61 at —MKM% File #_NO 44-1250

(broes, S\ ’Daf'e‘dictmd _4/6/61

This document contain
YOUr agency; {t and {ts

8 neither recommendationsg

r N P S
nor conclusions of the FBIl. It {g the
contents are not to be dist

ributed outside Your agency,

3

property of the FBI qnd is loaned to
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,

- B m Office Office of Origin - P———— Pericd - -

- UNSUBS, ”Office
"Mississippi -

nd WRENN as- .additional viectims
The full ‘name of victim

%2&‘2?0;_1@;1:'::

’.-'-T:B.' ‘

csueuvr'm’ite ICVLIAE -

L cc: AAG Civil Division ...
. Form 6.94 F_ % o

AP -;:-."’k“" pieyLe

gIB“APPRT% mf’d 8 you by the FBI, and neither it mor its contents cre to be distributed outside the agency to which loc-

Tu.s. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICK: {988 0344750
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dvised that
had‘

Vicetim WRENN, 81

Years o10 -
n nidentified ‘police officer‘of
during dispersal of”- ‘erowd’ near*ﬂﬁniﬁipal Court
Building 3/23/61 wh
ha

Was treated by docty
X-13




» FB-302 (Rev. 1-25.60) .. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE
o {

¢
AN . '

, Date 4/ 5/ 611

~

Field Secretary,

ving the Jacks

: these individuals desiregd to furni )
information to thg_FBI;;_Arrangements,wereﬂmade with Mr
Evers for these_persons‘to_be,1nterv;ewed,at_the Jackson
Resident Agency on March 31, 1961 : :

'
B)CY br
’ This document contains
Your agency; it and fts -1

Date .d i‘ctotod _475/"51

nefther recommenda

tions nor Conclusions of the Fgni,
ontents are not to b

It 4s the property of the FBI .and is loaned to
e distributed outside youir‘agency, ° PoAe ST

S 2
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FD-3p2 (Rev, 1-25-60) |

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAWION

Date 4/5/61

Mr. MEDGAR EVERS, Field Secretary, National

Association for the Advancement of Colore ackson,
e Mississippi, telephonically advised tha% had
(b:)ﬂ)\(\ information he desired to furnigh the FBI in connection with -
. this matter and stated that ould be at the Jackson ‘
. Resident Agency on April 3, 1961, a

t400PH

File #___ NO 44-1250.

(b)m \Q\_ '_Date dictated 4/ 1/ 61

On 4/1/61 ot Jackson, .Mississippi

o R - A N
‘This document contains ne!ther recommendauons nor concluslona of

the FBI1. It 4s the property of the FBI - und 13 loaned to
Your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside you

T agency.
30



FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-¢ 0)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG, TION

Date 4/5/61

L Mr, WILLIS RANDALL WRENN, 1523 Valley Street, Jackson,
.- Mississippi, was interviewed at the Jackson Resident Agency.: ..
SR YRENN furnisbed the_ffo_ll?‘?’fng signed st . ey

e i

._.-:‘.". . ...

Lo tlse "X, WILLIS RANDALL
the following volui ‘ pRaES
_ and Jwho have identi
- fied themselves to me as Special Agents of the::
- Federal Bureau of Investigation. * On 3/29/61 I ‘was
in front of the Municipal Court Building, Jackson
~Miss, in a large crowd which had gathered there, - ..
. This was at about 4:00 PM, I had come there in
hopes of attending the trial of some students from
Tougaloo College who were being tried for going .
into a public library in Jackson., I was standing =
across the street from the court building when a o
number of Jackson police officers came running o0
across the street yelling at us to get out, I
started to head North across a parking lot and felt
i 2 blow across my left wrist and back. —The blow
knocked me down on my back and I looked up and saw
2 uniformed police officer standing over me., He '
- had a billy club in his hand, I do not know if he -
vas the officer who struck me, but hé was the onl
one with a club nearby. I was only struck once,-
I do not know this officers name and I cannot .
describe him other than that he was a white man
and tall. I got back on my feet and walked off

My wrist was hurting me where I had n struck so
I went the same day to see % s an
~office on Farish St., Jackson, He ex ‘my rm -

.. and wrapped it up. He told me I should hav
. ZX-Bay made but I haven't had the X-Ray yet;

"I have Read

the :ivibd‘;fze Statement and it

On_4/3/61 4 Jackson, Mississippi File # _NO 44-1250

5 a ~
(b)b.)\c-\ by _ 4. Date dictated __4/3/6G1

This document contatns neither recommendations nor con

clusions of the FBI. It 4s the property of the FB] “and {8 loaned to
Your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed '

outside your agency.
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o The following description of 'RENN was obtained through
observation and interview. ‘ _

' Race:

Sex:
Age: -

-Date & birth

Place of birth*A
Height:

Weight:

Hair:

Eyes:
Complexion:
Occupation:
Marital status:

' Former wife:

Son: .

Military servicg.
Education:
Previous arrests:

Negro .
. Male
‘81

- March 12, 1880 R
. Yazoo County. Mississippi . .7~

A A - Sy
145 pounds [ S IR,
Gray

Brown
Medium brown
Sells weekly papers . avecer se
Divorced L

Mississip ppl
None Al
Tenth grade . Lo i o
Early 1920's in nagee, Arkansas;

for murder, claims acQuitted
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGY

FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) ' .

Date 4/5/61

Mr. MEDGAR EVERS, Field Secretary, National
- Association for the Advancement of Colore

Mississippi advised that

Jackson, and Mr. W.7 R, WRENN,
: valley Street;, Jackson, had information they desired to
- furnish the FBI in this matter. ' He said WRENN would be at
‘the Jackson Resident Agency on April 3, 1961, for interview.

?

on _4/1/61 ot _Jackson, Mississippi File.# __ NO 44-1250

pyot, s @° .. sierrad _4/1/61

This document contains nefther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.
Your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev, 1-25-60)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV;%GA"ON

Date _4/5/61

» advised that

_ tion ‘he desired to furnigh the FBI
. would contact the Jackson Resident Agency on April 3
. for ,1nterviey_ at 4:0 ;o

had not done so.

| . gaTho Secretary stated that she would attempt to gt
], work to and request him to contact sA‘to arrange.
. .a future time for the interview : '

x S
el T

on___4/3/61 File # __NO 44-1250

(208) __sa

- This document contains nei
Your agency; it and its cont

at _Jackson, Mississippi

: Date dictated __4/3/61

ther recommendation

S nor conc¢lusions of the FBI, It s the property
ents are not to be di :

of the FBI -and 1g loaned to
stributed outside your agency. o
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the FBI,
. : it and/or its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Attached are two copies of a self—explanatory
memorandum from the Civil Rights Division dated 4/17/61.a

,’You ‘should conduct ‘the" investigation ‘uested
_certain-yon advise all persons contacted that- this“investt
. gation 18 being made at the specific request of o
_ Marshall, -Assistant Attorney‘General. Civil Rights Divisio
"0, 8. Department of Justice.’ Once again you should’: otifyw
appropriate officials at tha outset‘

'Complete and surep within ten days ot‘receipt
‘0of this airtel and include statement thereir that,this i
a linited investigation'f

;anloénres (2)

Mohr o — Wi,
Belmont - m Vers ’

’NAACp'off1c1a1 algggéd palice .
Callahan treated Hegroes brutally in connection with, yerslng &%e mob.
DeLoach ——— Department has; requested additional investigation consisting of
Fbpel— 1nterviewsiw1th 20, individuals having pertlnent information re
Rsen_—— dispersal of this Department also requests a review of

Toer film tak which purportedly shows pertlnent

W.C. Sullivan mox (b‘)mlq

,vﬁanmR%Ai - '_ YPEUN _‘ hp“ 2i iii |

Tl 3 o - =y

Ingram

e e . [ VU,




-JACKSON, M: March 29 (UPD—
Club swinging police and two vicid
ous German Shepherd dogs today!
chased more than 100 Negroes from
2 courthouse where nine Negro stu-
depts_ were convicted for staging
t!\;hssxssmpi’s first sit-in demonstra4
on, :. .- : R

B T TSRO U

Mr,
Mr.
Mr.

ir.
Mr.
Mr.

I

Mr.
Mr.

: o ol
to the library Monday and saw the
nine defendants there, They .testi-
ied -the youths refused orders

Both officers also expressed-the
opinion that the presence of the de-
fendants in the library
& breach of the peace.”
- As - the trial began,
‘Arigstrong, a - Negro -lance
grapher, was stopped in front'

Several -of .the :Negroes weé
struck by:the clubs and at least on
person was bitten by the polic
| dogs, held'.on leashes by two offi

Tpolice, sald "women and children in
the group were beaten unmerci-
g fu Ve e BRI

e incident occurred shortly be
3 foré} trial of the students” under a
1960)law making it a misdemeanor,
;| to réfuse an officer’s order to dis-

perse.  The nine Negroes, arrest
4| Monday when they refused to leav
§|a public library,” were fined $100
each :and ‘given- susperided 30-day|
jail sentences. -t i .

f the building by officers. “It’s
full up, uncle. Let’s move .along,"
an officer said. - " .yt
‘Officers nudged him away with’
night sticks and as he walked !
down -the sidewalk one policeman’
followed him. Armstrong mumbled'(
something to the officer, who .be-
gan chasing him. . -. .- .. .
A white man joined the"
pulled a revolver, and bega
ing Armstrong .on the he d’
shopder. The Negro was tfken to
octor, bleeding. -After i
ent a Hinds County deputy sher-
iff< gave the ' ian directions in
})i;‘cking h
ots e

- NOT RFCORDED
- 191 aem 271961

ot AAG Civil Rigits Divisi
4 TFam ass@,)_w/_b

THE sgmg@dnr‘ i'mm

NEW ORLEANS

Mr. Tolson,____
Parsons____|.
Mohr_
Belmont_____
Calishan__
Conrad. __._
Mr. Evans_.__
Mr. I

Tele. Room_ -
Mr, Ingram
Miss Gandy__

clozeh

n

————




